
 
 

Core Knowledge  Key Vocabulary – These are the words that I need to know and remember 

● I know some things that the 
Qur’an says about life after 
death.  
 
● I know how instructions in the 
Qur’an can help Muslims lead a 
good life.  
 
● I know some actions a Muslim 
might take as Jihad. 

Motivation:The reason Muslims try to do good, inspired by belief in Akhirah. 

Achievement:Reaching goals by living morally and doing good deeds. 

Satisfaction:Feeling happy when living according to Islamic teachings. 

Akhirah:The afterlife where people are judged and rewarded or punished. 

Qur’an:Islam’s holy book that guides Muslims. 

Surah:A chapter in the Qur’an. 

Ayat:A verse in the Qur’an. 

Hadith:Sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad. 

Jihad:Striving to do good and follow Allah. 

Strive:Make efforts to live rightly. 

Struggle:Work hard to overcome bad habits and do right. 

Allah:The one God in Islam. 

Working Towards Sometimes I think the referee in football matches is harsh when from my position it looked like a fair tackle. 
Muslims try to follow the teachings in the Qur’an and this can sometimes be a struggle against your own laziness or greed. 
I think most Muslims interpret Jihad as a struggle and some try to get rid of bad things in the world as a wider struggle. 

Achieving the 
Expected Standard 

I think as I have got older I have got better at thinking things through and mindfulness has helped me with that.  My 
first thoughts are not always the best ones but when I stop and think about the consequences, I sometimes change 
my mind. 
The belief in Akhirah helps Muslims live good lives because they Allah to judge them well when they die. They want 
to have a good life so that the balance is in their favour. 
Consequences definitely play a part in what I do and I think this would be the same for a Muslim. Their greater Jihad 
could mean struggling to carry out the 5 pillars but they still try and the reward would be waiting for them after death. 

Achieving the Greater 
Depth Standard 

I believe if you are kind to others they will be kind to you and that is important whether or not I believe in afterlife. I think if there is something afterwards 
then this life has got to have some influence on it so behaving in a better way now can only help. Jihad means a struggle and this can be interpreted in 
different ways. I think most Muslims think of it as the struggle to always do your best every day, so for them this would be following the pillars. Some 
Muslims think of it as rooting out evil and interpret this as meaning to go to war to defend Islam. If people are in a war zone, and being attacked, I can 
see how this kind of Jihad is almost life defending yourself. The problem is that many people only understand Jihad as extremism or radicalisation or 
terrorism and that isn’t the real meaning so we should stop stereotyping Muslims and learn what the word really means. Islam is really all about peace 
so people need to understand that. 

 

Religion /Worldview:  Islam Enquiry Question: Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) help Muslims lead good lives? 
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