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Dear Parents, Carers,

Staff and Governors

This term is already going so fast. Can you believe we are already
over half-way through the term and nearly half way through this
academic year! I'm sure that the rest is going to go by just as fast.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff team for their
efforts in organising the range of school trips and events we offer here
at Marsh Gibbon. After a week which boasted the Young Voices
concertin Birmingham and the Three Faith Tour in Bedford, it is
appropriate to acknowledge the huge amount of planning, preparation
and paperwork involved in making such occasions possible.

There has been a massive increase in workload and staffing
expectation around school trips these past few years, causing many
schools to limit what they offer. So whether phoning, emailing,
visiting, planning, organising, online updates, reminding on site or off
on location, thank you to the staff who gave of their time, above and
beyond the school day, to provide our children with these amazing
opportunities.

Mrs Brown




Bella - [t was amazing and sooo loud! There were so many people. We had
glow sticks and got to perform songs to an audience.

Aubrey - It was very fun! The arena was very, very large and it wasn’t like
anything ['ve experienced before.

Leonora - Young Voices was a fantastic experience. I loved it because
we got to see some special people and sing songs with them!
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Franki- We went to a Mosque and I found it interesting that Muslims have 5
different times of day that they pray and they also have a call to prayer which
the Imam does over a microphone. The religion is Islam.

Lucy - I learnt lots of new things about Islam and Sikhism. It was very
interesting!

Jack - [ learnt that in the Quran, the Holy Book of Islam, the writing is written
from right to left unlike our writing system left to right.

Senan - One thing that I learnt about the mosque is that it is normally clear and
it doesn’t have that much stuff in it. The church and the Gurdwara has lots of
stuff in it. My favourite part of the day was visiting the Gurdwara.

Molly - One thing that I learnt about is all about charity and how many people in
this world do not have enough food or even a home to live in. My favourite part
was lunch time at the Gurdwara and visiting the church.

Ella - One things that I learnt was that Sikh women, back in the Victorian times
weren't seen as important so the men said that they could just cook in

the kitchen. My favourite part of day was going to the Gurdwara becaus

we went into the meeting room and it was very quiet.




FAITHTOUR




HISTORY DISPLAY

HISTORY
Our EYFS, Year 1and Year 2 children have been busy this
term learning about The Great Fire of London.




SCIENCE DISPLAY

Year b

Science

The children have been busy learning about different
habitats around the world. Using their research skills, the
children drew the biome in a bottle. They then created the
dioramas of habitats for new creatures to live in.




ENGLISH DISPLAY
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English

Year 3 & 4 have been reading the text, “‘The Astounding Broccoli Boy’ by
Frank Cottrell-Boyce. The children have been busy writing their own diary
entries and completing comprehension questions. We are extremely

impressed with the children’s writing to engage the reader as well as the
wonderful presentation.
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EEEEEE———————————S—————————————————————————
WORLD BOOK DAY

It is almost time for World Book Day! This year, World Book day is on
Thursday 7th March 2024. We will be celebrating with a whole school text that
the children will read in their classes and then we will create pieces of writing
to accompany our chosen text. The children are invited to dress as a book
character on World Book day and they will receive their £1 book voucher on
the day. More details to follow.

SAFEGUARDING

‘What parents and carers need to know about MyLOL’ you are warned about
the very real risks your child could be placed at by using this site. Mylol
specifically facilitates interaction between 13 to 19-year-olds — has amassed
around a million users worldwide, but sadly it's safeguarding protocols can’t
match that level of success.

The ease with which an adult could pose as a teen under a bogus birthdate
makes grooming a realistic threat — and that’s far from the platform’s only risk.

Teenagers’ blossoming interest in romantic relationships and their devotion to
online networking is a potent combination —and, regrettably, not always a safe
one. It raises all kind of worries about the possibility of sharing intimate images
or deeply personal information; and that’s simply with contacts their own age -
to say nothing of the chance of connecting with an older stranger.




At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adusts with the to hold an J bout online safety with their children, should they feel
itls needed. This gulde focuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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FREE Parenting Support Programmes

We often have a number of enquiries from individual
parents, regarding challenges faced at home, such as
supporting children with anxieties or addressing challenging
behaviours.

The Buckinghamshire Council Family Support Service provide a wealth of in person and
online parenting programmes, courses, local groups, drop in centres and support, for
children of all ages, including some free courses. From toddlers to teens they can give you
advice, support and confidence to meet your child’s needs and reduce anxiety, stress and
arguments at home.

Their free programmes are:
e Little Talkers (for parents of 18 months to 3-year-olds)
e  The Nurturing Programme (for parents of 3 to 11s)
e Talking Teens (for parents of 11 to 18s)

The topics covered in the Nurturing Programme for children of our age range includes:
e Ages and stages in children’s development

Communicating clearly: using | statements

Family rules, rewards, penalties and discipline

Feelings...and what we do with them

Behaviour to ignore

Helping children grow up and keeping them safe

Calming Down

Amongst the chargeable courses, there is an online “Anxiety Course for Parents of Under
12 years” run by Dr Lucy Russell, Educational Psychologist which is suitable for parents of
7-12 year olds.

More details on all the support available can be found on this webpage.
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/advice-and-support/parenting



https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/advice-and-support/parenting

January, the longest month of the year (it feels like it has had at least 6 weeks
in it!) is almost over and a brand new month will be upon us later this week.
There are subtle signs of spring to boost our mood, such as the early mornings
and evenings gradually getting lighter, a few snowdrops peeking their heads
through the ground and the beginnings of some milder temperatures. All
these changes help our wellbeing and longer days give us a bit more time to do
the things we enjoy (as well as an extra day this coming month!). Try the daily
actions for Friendly February and see if your wellbeing improves.

The Friendly February calendar will be available to download here
https://actionforhappiness.org/calendar on 1st February.

As always our wellbeing page is available on the school website
http://www.marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk/mental-health-and-wellbeing.html

& A\A\AG) MENTAL HEALTH

MY VOICE
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Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this year is ‘My Voice
Matters’.

Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters
affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. As adults
we should empower them by providing space, time and opportunities to express
themselves, as this has a positive impact upon their health and wellbeing. We
want all children to be able to say and believe “My voice matters”.

On Monday we will have an assembly and the children will participate in activities
and discussions throughout the week. On Friday 9th February to end the week it is
Express Yourself day! We invite all the children to express themselves via their
clothing any way they choose (outfits still need to be practical for PE and
appropriate for school).


https://actionforhappiness.org/calendar
http://www.marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk/mental-health-and-wellbeing.html

Place2Be’s

CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

TALKINGTO YOURCHILD
ABOUTMENTALHEALTH

Are you a parent or carer who wants to
talK to your child about mental health?

This Children®s Mmental Health Week we want all children
and young people whoever they are, and wherever they
are in the world, to be able to zay - and believe - =My
Voice Matters®.

‘We wvisited primary and secondary schools to ask
students what they wanted from the week - to help
shape the activities we create fior schaols, the messaging
we give to teachers, the tips we give to other children,
and the advice we give to parents, carers and families.

WEEK

LOOKING FOR FREE PRACTICAL
ADVICE TO HELP YOU SUPPORT
YOUR CHILD?

Perenting Smart, Flace2Be's site for parents
BAd CAEES, is hull of expert advice and tips
B Supporting primary-age children, Bnd
ranaging their Behagine &nd act on
their views.

[ PARENTINGEMART.ORG.UK

Here's what children and young people told us they need from you:

we don't need to have ‘one-off
comversations about our mental health
- spmetimes a chat on a journey or at
bedtime is enough.

®

I need to know it's okay to talk to you
about amy and all of my feelings. Please
hear what | have o say, without
interrupting me.

® ®

Flease listen to me carefully and
acknowledge how | am feeling - it might
seem silly to you but what | am

going through is important to me.

PFlaying with pets can make me feal better.
same with playing football, basketball or
whatever type of sport 1 am into.

Don't Compare my experiences ta yaur
own when you were a child.

© 6 ®

Sometimes | just need you to listen
and hear what 1'm zaying - | don’t abways
need answers (or lectures)

Flease dont worry about trying to fix
things for me - 1 often just need to know
you are there for me and understand what
1 am going through.

O

©
@

If you are open with me about your
feelings, this can help me to be more open
about mine.

sometimes | don't want to talk. Please
trust that | will come to you (or another
Qrowni-Up OF someone my own age] when
I"m ready. Sometimes Tt's easier for me to
talk to zomeone nearer my own age - my
siblings, cousins, friends, younger
teachers at school - because they ‘get it".

@ sometimes a hug is all it takes to make

CHILDRENSMENTALHEALTHW EEK.ORG.UK

me feel supported.

WHATMATTERSTOYOUD?
CREATIVEVIDEO ACTIVITIES
FOR FAMILIES

These wellbeing activilies can help children
and young pesple think about and share
what matters ko tham.

[ For primary children: biLly/IPzCGI8

[ For secondary children: bitly/ILED2wWK



place2Be’s

CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

WEEK

CONVERSATION STARTERS

Some ways to start a conversation with your

child about mental health could be...

i TELL ME ABOUT YOUR
DAY

WHAT IS THE BIGGEST STRESS
/ WORRY IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT
NOW?

WHO WOULD YOU TALK TO
IF YOU WERE FEELING
WORRIED ABOUT YOUR

MENTAL HEALTH?

WHAT WAS THE BEST THING
ABOUT TODAY?

WHAT'S YOUR ONLINE
LIFE LIKE?

CHILDRENSMENTALHEALTHWEEK.ORG.UK




DO YOU SOMETIMES WORR 'Y ABOUT
HOW YOU ARE FEELING? & fso, read on!

Here are some brilliant tips from children just like you'. These children have also had
ups and downs with their mental health and want to pass on some ideas
that have helped them:

® Ask for help — from a teacher, parent, brother, sister, or other
family memoer. Keep telling until somecne listens ¥o Yeu,

p Remember You are not alone — everyone goes Through tough times,
Be kind to Yourself — everyone is perfect in their own waly

# S7ay calm — take some breaths or find somewhere Yo siy quietly
for 2 minutes,

@ Go oufside and ge¥ some exercise to Make Yourself

feel stronger,
e spend time with Your family and friends (or pets)
e I1's okal Yo not always be ckaly,

¢ Think of Your favourite thing and write it down.

9 Keep a diary To track all Your emotions,

® S7oy positive and focus on things Yhat moke You happly. If Yoo can'y Think
of anything, mayjke o friend can help You.

# Remember You are enough, and Yod are the only Yoo

B If You are being bullied, malbe the bully is being bullied or has semething
aofng on at home and they're toking /T out on semeone else
Tell an aduly or frusted friend.

DO YOU SC ERAL st If SO, read on!

Things you can say to help support someone else: Would you like me
to find your friends?

Shall we tell
an adult?

Do you want
to be my friend?

Do you want

I'm here for you.

"With thanks to the pupils at Seascape Primary School and Ark Globe Primary School,

A A e R /\/\/\/V\N\/\/\/\/\/\A/\



EEEEEESS————————————————————
COMMUNITY

Governor Vacancies
We presently have 2 vacancies on our Governing Body — One position is for a
Foundation Governor and the other is for a Parent Governor. The Governing
board have the skills required to contribute to the effective governance and
success of the school. This is an exciting opportunity to really help shape the
direction of the school. If you are a professional, with a passion for
education, we invite you to consider joining our Governing body.
The school has a proven track record as a “Good” school.
We are on a continuous journey to provide the best possible provision for
our pupils and staff. Therefore, we are looking for experienced individuals to
join our Governing Body. If you are a driven professional with expertise in
one of the following fields, we would love to hear from you:

e Finance & Accounting

e Business & Marketing

e Leadingin the Education sector

e HR
If you would like more information about this advert, please contact the
school office on 01869 277 268 or email the school office,
office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk, FTAO the Chair of Governors.

Please note that all prospective governors will be required to complete an
application form including supplying references. All governors also undergo
DBS and other safeguarding vetting prior to being appointed.



mailto:office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk

SEND CLASSDOJO

Just a quick reminder about
SEND protocol. If you have a
particular concern about your
child, your first port of call is the
class teacher to discuss the
concern. The class teacher will,
if necessary, have a
conversation with Mrs
Williams. The class teacher will
then either feedback to parents
or invite parents in for a
discussion with the class
teacher and Mrs Williams.

A gentle reminder that there is only
one method of communicating with
school and this is via the office
either by phoning, 01869 277 268 or
preferably via an email to
office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk.
Please note we do not respond to
enquiries made through Facebook,
Messenger or ClassDojo.

DROP OFF ATTENDANCE

Congratulations to Year 6
who had the winning
attendance last week!

The staff are very busy in the
mornings, welcoming the
children safely into the

classrooms and settling them Year 1 & 96.4%%

down to their morning learning EYES '

tasks. The classroom door

opens at 8:40am and the class Year 2 91.2%

register is taken at 8:55am. We

ask that all children are in the Year 3 82.1%

classroom, ready and settled

for the register on time. Year 4 90%
Year 5 86.9%
Year 6 98%



mailto:office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk

STAY ANDPLAY

.
MARSH Ll BROM

Succeeding together - ‘fostering a lowve of learning,
within a nurturing Christian community, to bring out ‘the best in everyone’

W
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Marsh Gibbon
School Stay and
Play

On Friday the 2nd of February we are offering another
stay and play session. This is a wonderful opportunity for
you and your child to experience the school environment
and get a feel for school life at Marsh Gibbon.

The session is complimentary and will run in the early
years classroom, 09:15 -10:15. To secure your place

please email the office.

Office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk 01869 277268

ﬂ



CHARITY

If you are having a clear out then please look to this list to see if you can
donate and make a difference!
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WISHLIST
JANUARY 2024

All ages winter clothing - esp. sleep suits for  Next to me cribs
babies, and jumpers, long sleeved tops and
jumpers for older children

Shoes for child size 13 upwards Bath seats for 6m+
1 Stroller pushchairs Adult/Child toiletries inc. toothpaste and
brushes, and toiletries for hospital bags
Pushchairs suitable for newborns Formula - no prescription formula {
Universal rain covers Baby food
Foot muffs Nappies/pull ups - opened packs fine
Winter coats (0-12 yrs) & hats Breast pads
Baby monitors with instructions Maternity pads & sanitary products
Room thermometers Wipes and cotton wool

Cot/Cotbed, Moses basket and next to me Stair gates
sheets

Changing bags New bottles still in plastic packaging

NO THANK YOU TO CAR SEATS AND MATTRESSES

Drop off times:
Tuesday 12pm - 2pm
Wednesday 9.30am - 11am
Friday 12pm - 2pm

Cinch Self Storage, Arkwright Road, Bicester, Oxfordshire, 0X26 4SU
Please check our Facebook page for any updates to opening hours before visiting




DIARY DATES

FEB

30/01 YR1&2 invasion games

1/02 YR5&6 girls football VS. St Edburgs
W/C 5/2 Children’s Mental Health Week
6/02 YR 38&4 football festival

07/02 Yr 5&6 Girls football VS. Langford
@/02 last day of term

19/02 school returns

W/C 19/02 Bikeability Yr 6

26/02 YR 5&6 Boys Football VS. Grendon
28/2 E-safety training for parents

27/02 YR 5&6 Handball festival

04/03 Girls Football VS. Grendon
06/03 Boys 5&6 Football VS. Twyford
08/03 Level 1 Bikeability

12/03 YR 1&2 Target ball festival
13/03 Year 5&6 Netball festival

18/03 YR 5&6 Trip

26/03 Easter Service at the church
26/03 YR 3&4 Basketball festival
27/03 Home learning Gallery 2:45pm
28/ Inset Day




Celebration |
Certificate

EYFS/ Y1

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

Oliver, George, Henry,
Rowan

Phoebe, Emily,
Bodha,Siena

Noah, Isaac, Fabien,
Kieran

Maisie, Ella, Lucy,
Franki

Connor, Raya, Clem,
Emma

Jonty, Olivia, Tyler,
Shyla



VALUE BANDS

EYFS/Y1

Y2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6




90% 48 % 24%

active play active play active play
BEECH

JD 299 HB 659 DTB 325

91% 39% 90%
WILL OW active play active play active play

“ JC 2,493 BR7911 VS 997

MAPLE

House /Av Answer

Most Correct Answers

Well done to everyone who has completed their 25 games a week. A special mention
to BR, Y5, who has again achieved the highest correct answers over the . (

A=

last two weeks. Well done BR, 7,911 correct answers is hugely impressive " &




EEEEEESS————————————————————
HOUSE POINTS

HOUSE POINTS
500

450

ASH BEECH MAPLE WILLOW

BEECH MAPLE WILLOW
ASH

417 420 326 366

Well done to Beech House who continue to take the lead.

Congratulations Beech House !




