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Dear Parents, Carers, 
Staff and Governors

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome back and Happy New Year. I am pleased to announce this term has 
started off well;  the children have settled in quickly to their routine and 
learning. It has already been a busy and exciting start to the term with Wow 
days, Atomic Science, cookie and hot chocolate, Forest School and violin 
lessons.

Next week is another busy week with the choir heading off to take part in the 
Young Voices concert up at the World Resorts Arena, Birmingham and our 
Year 3 and Year 4 classes will be heading off to Bedford to visit a Gurdwara, 
Mosque and Parish Church. 

Mrs B Brown 
Headteacher 
office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk

Mrs. Brown 
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EYFS, YR 1 & 2 WOW DAY

The children had an exciting day to launch our new history and geography topic: 
Fire! Fire! The day involved travelling back in time to 1666, dressing up, singing, 
dancing and storytelling. The children learnt the events of the Great Fire of London, 
worked as a team to transport buckets of water to put out a fire, as well as colour 
mixing to create giant flames, and baking cupcakes in the bakery on Pudding Lane. 
There was a real buzz of excitement from the children all day (and the staff had a 
brilliant time too!) It was a super day of learning and the children are very keen to 
learn more this term.
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YEAR 5&6 WOW DAY

Year 5 and 6 had a great day to launch our new Science topic ‘Living Things and 
their Habitats’. Their first task was to create an imaginary creature. They named 
their creature and decided on what it might eat, where it might live and how it looks. 
This then helped them to create the creature’s habitat. After a scavenger hunt 
around the village the children made habitat dioramas using the natural resources 
they found. Take a look at their amazing diorama habitats below: 
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Year R/1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 had fantastic workshops with 
Atomic Tom from Atomic Science on Tuesday for their WOW start 
to their science topics! 

KS1 took part in a slime-making workshop and had an introduction 
to chemistry (yes, chemistry!) and the atoms that make the world 
around them. They had great fun and are excited to learn more 
about different materials in their science learning this term! 

ATOMIC SCIENCE
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ATOMIC SCIENCE

Year 3 and 4 took part in a workshop all about the human body ready for their new 
topic, The Human Machine! It was great fun and the children participated in several 
different experiments about the human body. They learnt about the important role 
of our organs using stethoscopes and studied their senses with an awesome taste 
test. The children finished off their workshops with a dissection of a pig’s heart, 
which they found fascinating! 
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New year, time for new habits. Try these daily tips to improve your wellbeing 
and make others feel good too by spreading positivity and happiness 
www.actionforhappiness.org 

Information and support for mental health and wellbeing can also be found 
on our school website:
http://www.marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk/mental-health-and-wellbeing.html

WELLBEING

http://www.actionforhappiness.org
http://www.marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk/mental-health-and-wellbeing.html
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PTA

The first PTA meeting of this school year will take place on Thursday 18th January 
at 8pm on Zoom. The meeting link will be sent out nearer the time. Please send 
any items for the agenda to pta@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk. All are welcome, 
please come along and see the advantages of getting involved in supporting our 
school. Input and ideas are always valued, any contribution is welcome.

The PTA has some positions that need 
filling for Vice Chair and Secretary. 

If you would like to find out how fulfilling 
and valuable it can be to volunteer, then 
the PTA would love to hear from you. Feel 
free to contact the PTA team to discover 
more. 

http://marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk/


The baby bank is like the food bank but for baby essentials. They collect new and 
pre- loved items for 0-12 yr olds from the local community and give them to 
families in urgent need of help.

Bicester Baby Bank works tirelessly to provide quality, long-term solutions for a 
number of families within our community

BABY BANK

https://www.bicesterbabybank.org.uk/
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This half term the whole school PSHE theme is Dreams and Goals. We 
started with a collective worship to bring the whole school together to 
experience being a community; focussing on the same learning theme in 
every year group, thereby raising the profile of this learning. Throughout the 
term, children will learn that it is important to have dreams and goals, and 
that it is up to them to work hard to achieve these goals. It might not be easy, 
and there may be challenges along the way, but the sense of pride you feel 
when you achieve a goal is worth it. 

PSHE

Dreams and Goals

This half term, we begin a series of themes based on wise words from the Bible. 
These wise words of wisdom will be linked to stories from across the world and 
across cultures. After half term, in the weeks leading up to Easter, we will connect 
into the life and stories of Jesus. 

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
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Our next Stay and Play 
session will be on Friday 2nd 
February. 

 STAY AND  
PLAY

We are currently  planning our 
exciting World Book Day for 
the children and staff. This will 
be on Thursday 7th March. 
More information to follow. 

WORLD BOOK 
DAY

We have been requested this year to record on our  census those children who 
would be considered   ‘Young Carers’. Young carers’ responsibilities at home can 
often impact their education so it is important that they are appropriately 
identified and supported. All schools (except nursery) are asked to record their 
young carers in the Spring 2024 census. The Spring 2024 census and school-level 
annual school census both open on 18 January 2024. If you believe your child is a 
young carer please contact the school office in confidence. Further information 

about Young Carers can be found on the Young Carers website. 

YOUNG CARERS

https://youngcarersinschools.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Governor Positions - Foundation Governor and Parent Governor

We presently have 2 vacancies on our Governing Board. 

This is an exciting opportunity to really help shape the direction of the 
school. If you are a professional, with a passion for education, we invite you 
to consider joining our Governing Board.

The school has a proven track record as a “Good” school. We are on a 
continuous journey to provide the best possible provision for our pupils and 
staff. Therefore, we are looking for experienced individuals to join our 
Governing Board. If you are a driven professional with expertise in one of 
the following fields, we would love to hear from you: 

• Finance & Accounting 

• Business & Marketing 

• Leading in the Education sector 

• Safeguarding & Child Protection 

• HR or Health & Safety

 If you would like more information about the position, please contact the 
school office on 01869 277 268 or email office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk

Please note that all prospective governors will be required to complete an 
application form including supplying references. All governors also 
undergo DBS and other safeguarding vetting prior to being appointed.

GOVERNORS

mailto:office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk
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In the first guide (see next page),‘What children and young people need to 
know about Freedom of Speech Vs Hate Speech’, you will be given helpful 
tips on how to help children and young people learn to identify the 
boundaries and recognise genuine hate speech when they see it, including 
some helpful definitions and guidelines. Freedom of expression is enshrined 
in international law. 
Some individuals, however, misunderstand the right to share their opinions 
as a license to target others with the most horrendous prejudice. So how do 
we balance people’s prerogative to have their voice heard against everyone’s 
right to live in a respectful, inclusive society? This conflict frequently 
unfolds in the digital world. Online posters can be falsely accused of hate 
speech, while actual hate is often defended as merely being ‘free speech’. 

SAFEGUARDING

In the second guide, Top Tips for Setting up Parental Controls on New 
Devices, at this time of year, it’s highly possible that you have a new phone, 
games console or other digital device stashed somewhere at home, ready to 
be unwrapped. 

Many parents also prefer to place some protective measures on those gifts – 
to keep their child shielded from potential #OnlineSafety risks – while 
others would like to but aren’t sure where to begin. 

The guide shepherds you through the process of establishing parental 
controls on new internet-enabled devices, from smartphones to laptops to 
consoles. Simply find the device in question and read on to find out what 
options you have and how to enable them – letting children enjoy their shiny 
new gadget, without so much of the worry over where it might lead them.









ATTENDANCE 

Good school attendance is vital to enable all children to achieve their full 
potential, develop socially, forge good friendships and have a sense of 
belonging within their school community.

Marsh Gibbon CE School has a legal duty to record attendance of all 
children in school. Reasons for absence must be provided; we will contact 
families if we have no reason for absence.

The impact of absence in school is significant in terms of missed learning. 
We are unable to authorise term time holiday. Here is the link to our 
Attendance Policy. Please read this carefully before applying for leave. 

Currently our Year 4 class have Attendance Ted with them this week. They 
achieved the highest attendance in the school with 99.4%. Well done Year 4!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gQtcAorqsK9IoguPlpX5qh-gw59ZHPX4/view


 Emmeline & Lizzie

 Ella C & Chaitanya

 Lilly & Lara 

 Anjali & Toby 

 Lois & Josh PY2

Y3

Y4

Y5

Y6

Who will be the next top three players?
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Most Correct Answers 
Congratulations to our top three players over the last 14 days

Bobby  YR5 Thomas  YR 4 Cory YR 2

Amias 459

Verity, 587

Oscar,  441

Thomas, 1112 Bobby, 3868

Cory,  592

43% 44% 14% 

 100% 32% 62% 

active play active play active play

active play active play active play



Celebration 
Certificate

EYFS & Y1 

Y2 

Y3 

Y4 

Y5 

Y6 

Arthur M, Arthur N

Clara, Rosalie

Jack, Paige

Lucas, Chloe

Holly, Lucy

Oscar, Max



Year Group Love Friendship Compassion Honesty Forgivenss Respect

EYFS/Y1 Henry B
Veera
Zachary

Jack D Martha Jack Mc Rowan
Jack M

Y2 Oscar
Amy
Holly

Joseph
Max
Dylan 
Phoebe

George

Y3 Xenia 
Molly

Mason
Dylan
Oscar

Harry
Senan
Isaac

Rosalie Brodie Monty
Rosalie

Y4 Leonora
Paige
Arthur
Thomas
Franki

Ella Franki 
Chloe

Bella Elsie S.L
Thomas
Neave

Y5 Marisa
Rose

Henry B
Connor
Bobby
Gracie
Chloe

Vini
Raya
Emma
Will

Clem
Lucy
Mabel
Georgina

Joseph
Joshua
Kaelan

Chloe

VALUE BANDS

Y6 Poppy Olivia
Albie

Imogen Jonty Arthur Lucas
Connor
Shyla
Kiera



HOUSE POINTS

Our children are all working extremely hard and the house points are all adding 
up. 

Beech House are currently in the lead but, who will earn the most house points by 
the end of this half term?

Congratulations Beech House !
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● 1/02 YR5&6 girls football VS. St Edburgs
● W/C 5/2 Children’s Mental Health Week
● 6/02 YR 3&4 football festival
● 07/02 Yr 5&6 Girls football VS. Langford
● 9/02 last day of term
● 19/02 school returns
● W/C 19/02 Bikeability Yr 6
● 26/02 YR 5&6 Boys Football VS. Grendon
● 27/02  YR 5&6 Handball festival

DIARY DATES

● 22/01 Young Voices 
● 24/01 Faith trip Yrs 3&4
● 30/01 YR1&2 invasion games
● 31/1 E-safety training for parents

● 04/03 Girls Football VS. Grendon
● 06/03 Boys 5&6 Football VS. Twyford
● 08/03 Level 1 Bikeability 
● 12/03 YR 1&2 Target ball festival
● 13/03 Year 5&6 Netball festival
● 18/03 YR 5&6 Trip 
● 26/03 Easter Service at the church
● 26/03 YR 3&4 Basketball festival
● 27/03 Home learning Gallery 2:45pm
● 28/ Inset Day

FEB

JAN

MAR


