
 
Succeeding together - fostering a love of learning, within a nurturing Christian community, to bring out ‘the best in everyone’. 

 

MUSIC PROGRESSION OF SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE 
 

At Marsh Gibbon CE School we understand the importance the exposure of music plays in our lives both as a listener and a musician. We want to, therefore, 
support our children to be passionate, creative and curious appreciators of music and its valuable impact on their lives. 

Whole School thread: 

• Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others 

• Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions 
 
 

Year 
Group 

Need to Knows - Knowledge Skills 

EYFS i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others 

 Know the Songs: 
 

- Will learn trickier/rhyming songs such as: 

- Miss Polly had a dolly 

- 5 little men in a flying saucer 

- 5 little speckled frogs 

- 10 sizziling sauages 

- 10 green bottles 

- Nativity songs 
 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

➔ Know that instruments make a variety of sounds 

➔ Explores the different 
sounds of instruments 

➔ Experiment with different 
ways of changing music 

e.g. quiet, loud, fast and slow. 

➔ Builds up a 

repertoire of songs and 

change aspects. 
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➔ Know that our bodies can make different sounds e.g clicking, nodding, rubbing, snapping 

➔ Know the names of the instruments: Maracas, Xylophone, Keyboard, Symbols , 

Tambourines and Triangle 

 

iii) Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles 

and traditions 

 

➔ Know some songs that relate to different times of the year and relate to different cultures and 

traditions 

 

Year 1 i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others 

➔ To know that a chant is a repeated phrase. 

➔ To know that a song is a set of words to music 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

➔ To know a rhythm is a repeated pattern of movement or long and short 

sounds 

➔ To know that an orchestra is a group of musicians playing together. 

➔ To know that different instruments make different sounds 

➔ To know that instruments can make short/ long/high pitch/low pitch notes to create 

certain moods or represent certain things e.g animals 

➔ To know the names of some tuned instruments e.g glockenspiel, xylophone, flute, 

guitar 

➔ To know the name of some untuned instruments e.g drum and tambourine 

To know that a composition is the process of making a new piece of music 

iii) Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions 

 

➔ To know that different parts of our body can be used to make different sounds e.g, tap, 
stomp, stamp with feet, shhh with our mouths, snap, clap, click with fingers 

 

➔ I can use my voice to speak, sing and 
chant. 

➔ I can use instruments to perform as 

groups and individuals. 

➔ I can clap short rhythmic patterns. 

➔ I can make different sounds with 

my voice and with instruments. 

➔ I can make a sequence of 

sounds for a composition. 

➔ I can respond to different moods in 

music. 

➔ I can say whether I like or 

dislike a piece of music. 

➔ I can choose sounds to represent 

different things and explain why 

➔ I can follow instructions about when 

to play and sing. 

➔ To identify instruments e.g flute, 

clarinet, violin and guitar 

➔ To use words to describe a piece 

of music e.g. Gloomy, angry, soft, 

cheerful, romantic, mysterious, calm, 

lonely, tense. 
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Year 2 
i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others 

 

➔ Know that a melody is a tune with no words. 

 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

 

➔ Know that a pulse is a steady beat felt throughout music 

➔ Know that tempo is the speed of the music 

➔ Know that a piece of music can tell a story and has a beginning, a middle and an end 

➔ Know that notes/sounds can be represented by symbols (soundscape) to reflect 

certain movements or objects 

➔ Know that instruments can be played in different ways e.g plucked, strummed, 

banged, shaken 

 

iii) Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions 

 

➔ Know that Antonio Vivaldi is a composer is a person who writes music 

➔ Know that he wrote classical music 

➔ Know that his music is normally bright and cheerful Genre: Hip hop 

➔ Know that hip hop music is also known as rap 

 
Voice sounds (i) 

➔ Know that a A national anthem is a song that gives identity to that country.  

 

➔ I can sing and follow a melody. 

➔ I can perform simple patterns 

and accompaniments keeping a 

steady pulse. 

➔ I can play simple rhythmic 

patterns on an instrument 

➔ I can sing or clap increasing and 

decreasing tempo. 

➔ I can order songs to create a 

beginning, middle and end. 

➔ I can create music in response to 

different starting points. 

➔ I can choose sounds which create an 
effect. 

I can listen out for particular things when listening 

to music. 
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Year 3 i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their 

own and with others 

 

➔ Know that our voices can be used to make different notes 

➔ Know that our voices can be used in different ways to create different 

moods and expressions 

➔ Know that a composition is a piece of music that has been written using 

different musical instruments including our voices 

 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and 

communicated 

➔ I can sing a tune with expression. 

➔ I can play clear notes on instruments including 

recorders 

➔ I can use different elements in my composition. 

➔ I can create repeated patterns with different 

instruments. 

➔ I can compose melodies, songs, raps and combine 

different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling. 

➔ I can sing songs from memory and different 

occasions. 

➔ I can use symbols to represent sound. 

➔ I can make connections between notations and 

musical sounds. 

➔ I can use musical words to describe a piece of 
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➔ Know that there is a connection between musical notations and 

sounds ( create soundscapes using symbols or pictures) 

➔ Know the notes B, A, G on the recorder 

➔ Know how to play Hot Cross Buns and The Sailer went to sea 

➔ Know term terms: Forte (loud), Fortissimo (very loud), Decrescendo 

(getting soft), Piano (soft), Pianissimo (very soft) 

➔ Know that a piece of music can change speed in finer graduations 

➔ Know that all these musical tones affect a piece of music and the way 

you feel 

iii) Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical 

periods, genres, styles and traditions 

➔ Know that Beethoven is a classical composer from the romantic period 

of history 

➔ Know that he was deaf but still managed to compose amazing music 

➔ Know that rap is rhythmic rhyming speech 

➔ Know that raps usually tell stories about rappers and their backgrounds 

music and compositions. 

➔ I can use musical words to say what I like and do 

not like about a piece of music. 

➔ I can recognise the work of at least one famous 

composer. 

➔ I can recognise whether a change in a piece of 

music is gradual or sudden 

➔ I can recognise repetition, contrasts and variations in 

pieces of music. 
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Year 4 i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own 

and with others 

 

➔ Know that pitch means how high or low a note is 

➔ Know that silence is important in singing and when playing musical 

instruments e.g rests 

➔ Know that different notes (notations) represent different pitches and 

durations 

➔ Know that improvise means to make up on the spot without any practise 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

➔ Know the different between a crotchet (1 beat), quaver 1/2 beat) and a 

minim (2 beats) 

➔ Know that treble clef is symbol that is placed on every line of music to show 

the notes which will be sung or played by voices and instruments that can achieve 

higher notes. 

➔ Know that different pitches are combined to create different moods or 

feelings 

Violins and Cellos 

➔ Know that a conductor is a person who ensures all musicians play well 

together 

➔ Know that a violin and cello can be plucked or played with a bow 

➔ Know that the violin and cello are from the string family  

 

➔ I can perform a simple part rhythmically. 

➔ I can sing songs from memory with accurate 

pitch. 

➔ I can improvise using repeated patterns 

➔ I can use notation to record and interpret 

sequences of pitches (3 notes) 

➔ I can use notation to record compositions in a small 

group or on my own. 

➔ I can explain why silence is often needed in music and 

explain what effect it has. 

➔ I can compose melodies, songs, raps and combine 

different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling. 

➔ I can identify the character in a piece of music. 

➔ I can identify and describe the different purposes 

of music. 

➔ I can begin to identify the style of work of famous 

composers 
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Year Group Need to Knows - Knowledge Skills 

Year 5 i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others 

 

➔ Know that breathing controls your voice e.g when you exhale it controls to quality of 

the sound, the volume, pitch and tone 

➔ Know the difference between semibreve (4 beats) and semiquaver (¼ beat) 

➔ Know that a harmony is when notes within the same chord are sung together 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

➔ Know that the dynamics can be changed for expressive effect 

➔ Know that timbre is the quality of sound made by voice or instruments 

➔ Know that a syncopation is the disturbance or interruption of the regular 

flow of rhythm 

➔ I can breathe in the correct place when singing. 

➔ I can maintain my part whilst others are 

performing their part. 

➔ I can improvise within a group using melodic 

and rhythmic phrases. 

➔ I can change sounds and organise them 

differently to change the effect. 

➔ I can compose 4 bars of music which 

meets specific criteria ( at least 5 notes) 

➔ I can use notation and symbols to 

record compositions (at least 5 notes) 

➔ I can choose the most appropriate tempo 

for a piece of music. 

➔ I can describe, compare and evaluate music 

using musical vocabulary. 

➔ I can explain why I think music is 

successful or unsuccessful. 

➔ I can suggest improvement to my own work 

and that of others. 

➔ I can explore the work of a famous composer 

and explain my preferences. 
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iii) Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions 

 

➔ Know that Debussy write music for orchestras or for the piano 

➔ Know that his music was inspired by impressionist painters 

➔ Know that Stranvinsky was Russian composer who wrote music for ballets 

➔ Know that his music was very complicated and lively 

➔ Know that the Samba is South American music style that is always performed with lots of 

percussion instruments. 

➔ Know that every member of the ensemble has a specific role as the music often involves the 

layering of different rhythms over each other. 

 

Year 6 i) Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 

others 

 

➔ Know that singing in harmony is the playing or singing of musical tones 

 

ii) Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated 

 

➔ Know that a chord is when 2 notes are played together 

➔ Know that the chromatic scale uses every note as it goes up or down 

➔ Know that a melody refers to the combination of a particular rhythm with a series of pitches. 

➔ Know that a base line is played with your left hand 

● I can sing in harmony confidently and 
accurately. 

● I can perform parts from memory. 

● I can take the lead in a performance. 

● I can use a variety of different musical 

devices in my composition (including 

melody, rhythms and chords). 

● I can perform a piece of music which 

contains two (or more) distinct melodic or 

rhythmic parts 

I can evaluate how the venue, occasion and 
purpose affects the way a piece of music is 
created. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Note_(music)
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iii) Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions 

 

➔ Know that Mozart was an Austrian composer and instrumentalist 

➔ Know that he was a classical composer in the Baroque period 

➔ Know that Haydo was an Austrian classical composer 

➔ Know that he composed chamber music e.g piano trio 
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‘I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.’ Philippians 4:13 


