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History objectives: 

EYFS 

• To know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 

• I know about my own life story and about my family’s history.  

• I know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class and storytelling.  

• I know about my own life story and about my family’s history.  

• I know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class and storytelling. 

 

Year 1 / 2  

What is history? 

• I know that people change as they grow older 

• I know that ‘the past’ is events that have already happened 

• I know that within living memory is 100 years 

• I know that a timeline shows the order events happened in the past 

How am I making history? 

• I know some similarities and differences between the past and my own life.  

• I know that ‘the past’ is events that have already happened.  

• I know that a timeline shows the order of events in the past that have happened.  

• I know that ‘the present’ is time happening now 
 

How have toys changed?  

• I know that some things change while other items remain the same and some are new.  

• I know that everyday objects have changed over time.  

• I know that I can find out about the past by asking people who were there.  

• I know that artefacts can tell us about the past.  
 

How was school different in the past?  

• I know that daily life has changed over time but that there are some similarities to life today 

• I know that we can find out about how places have changed by looking at maps 

• I know that there are similarities and differences between children’s lives in the past and now 

• I know that historians use evidence from sources to find out more about the past 
 

What is a monarch? 

• I know that ‘historically significant’ people are those who changed many people’s lives 

• I know that a monarch is a king or a queen 
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• I know that monarchs in the past had absolute power 

• I know that some events are more significant than others 
 

How did we learn to fly?  

•  know that the past is represented in different ways  

• I know the legacy and contribution of inventions  

• I can begin to identify achievements and inventions that still influence my life today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 / 4 
 
How have children's lives changed?  

• I know that the Tudor period is the name of the period from 1485-1603 

• I know that the Victorian period is the period from 1833-1901 and coincides with when Queen 
Victoria ruled 

• I know that the actions of people can be the cause of change 

• I know that advancements in science and technology can be the cause of change 
 

Would you prefer to live in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age?  
 

• I know that BC means before Christ and is used to show years before the year 0 and AD 
means Anno Domini and can be used to show years from the year 1AD 

• I understand that settlements changed over time 

• I know that the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods are named after the materials 
that were commonly used to make tools 

• I know that trade routes existed between Britain in the Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Viking times 
 

Why did the Romans settle in Britain?  

• I understand some reasons why empires fall/collapse 

• I know that there were different reasons for invading Britain 

• I know that settlement created tensions and problems and the impact of settlers on existing 
populations 

• I understand the earliest settlements in Britain and how invaders and settlers influenced the 
culture of the existing population 
 

How hard was it to invade and settle in Britain? 

• I know about paganism, the introduction of Christianity in Britain and how Christianity spread 

• I know who became the first ruler of the whole of England 

• I know the legacy and contribution of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings to life today in Britain 

• I understand the development of groups kingdom and monarchy in Britain 
 

What did the ancient Egyptians believe? 

•  know about the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians 

• I know that archaeological evidence can be used to find out about the past and that it has its 
limitations 

• I know that societal hierarchies and structures existed including aristocracy and peasantry 

• I can compare beliefs in different cultures, times and groups 

How did the achievements of the Ancient Maya impact their society and beyond? 

• I know that trade began as the exchange of goods 

• I know that change can be brought about by advancements in materials and trade 

• I know that settlements changed over time 
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• I know that society was organised in different ways in different cultures and times and 
consisted of different groups with different roles and lifestyles 

 
 
Year 5 / 6 
 
What does the Census tell us about Marsh Gibbon? 

• I know that change can be traced using the census 

• I know that a census is carried out every ten years and is an official survey which records every 
person living in a household on a specific date 

• I understand the changing role of women and men in Britain 

• I understand the types of information that can be extracted from the census 

Who should go on the banknote? 

• I understand how the monarchy exercised absolute power 

• I understand the development of global trade 

• I understand that people in the past were as inventive and sophisticated in thinking as people 
today 

• I understand that there are different interpretations of historical figures and events 
 

Were the Vikings traders, raiders or settlers? 

• I know that assumptions made by historians can change in the light of new evidence 

• I know the legacy and contribution of the Vikings to life today in Britain 

• I understand that the traders were rich members of society 

• I know that we can make inferences and deductions using images from the past 
 
What was life like in Tudor England? 

• I understand how the monarchy exercised absolute power 

• I understand the changing nature of religion in Britain its impact 

• I know that trade routes from Britain expanded across the world 

• I understand that historical periods have characteristics that distinguish them 

 

What did the Greeks ever do for us?  

• I know that there was a race to discover new countries and that this resulted in new items to be 
traded in 

• I know that different empires have different reasons for their expansion 

• I understand that there are differences between early and later civilizations  

• I understand the process of democracy and parliament in Britain  
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