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Sticky Knowledge

Fabrics
Fabrics are made from fibres. Fibres are twisted together by spinning to make yarn. Yarn is knitted or wo-
ven to make fabrics.

Different fabrics have different properties (characteristics) which make them good for different purposes.
For example, some are soft and provide a cushion (e.g. felt) whilst others can be thin and lightweight (e.g.
silk, cotton.) Rubber and leather are durable and tough, whereas wool is warm.

Design Criteria

Designers of textile products need to think about the consumer (who will use it?)

You need complete some market research to find out their likes and needs.

You must think about the purpose (what does it do?) What materials will work best? This is called the
design criteria.

You also need to evaluate your product to see how well it meets the design criteria.

Key Vocabulary/ skills

Information linked to learning

Pattern — A pattern is like a template, usually made from paper, which is
pinned onto fabric and traced around.
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The parts of a garment or textile product are then cut out and assembled.

Seam
allowance

Seam - the join where two or more layers of fabric, leather, or other materials
are held together with stitches. The textile is usually sewn inside out and
when the finished item is turned the right way round it is tidy and neat.

Seam allowance- The extra measurement of fabric that must be planned into
patterns to allow for the seam .

Fabric wrong side Stitching

applique - a sewing technique that involves stitching a
small piece of fabric onto a larger one to make a pattern
or design.

aesthetics — how pleasing your product is to look at.

Back Stitch - Similar to the running stitch, except that
the thread doubles back so that there is no visible
spacing between stitches. It is a very strong and secure
stitch.
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Over Sew Stitch — The over sew stitch is a good way to
neaten the raw edge of fabrics or add decoration. The
stitch goes over the two edge of the fabrics and under-
neath each time.

Blanket Stitch - Another way to reinforce the edges of
thick materials. This stitch adds decoration and can be

seen from both sides.. ,
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Health and Safety .

-Remove any jewellery

and tie back long hair. keep it in the same safe place.

around the classroom.

-Walk safely and calmly -when you are not using your needle, -If you need to move around with scis- -Report any accidents & clean up
sors, hold around the closed blades,
facing down

properly after yourself.




