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Dear Parents, Carers,

Staff and Governors

As we approach the end of another busy and exciting half term at Marsh Gibbon, I want to
take a moment to celebrate the incredible achievements of our children.

We are incredibly proud of all the children who have taken part in athletic and sporting
festivals this term. They have represented our school with great enthusiasm and
sportsmanship. Special congratulations to our football teams—both the boys and the
girls—who have shown fantastic teamwork and determination. We are eagerly awaiting
the dates for the girls’ finals and the boys’ semi-final matches. We'll keep you updated as
soon as we know more!

Our pupils continue to enjoy a rich and varied learning experience. The Eco Council have
been busy digging, planting, and leading our recycling efforts across the school. It's
inspiring to see their commitment to making Marsh Gibbon greener!A huge well done to
our Year 6 pupils, who coped so well with their SAT's last week. They really enjoyed their
pre-SAT's breakfasts together and the special ice-cream treat on Thursday afternoon. We
are so proud of how they have approached this important milestone.

We are delighted to invite you to our Open Home Learning Gallery this Friday. Gates will
open at 2:45pm. Please enter via the school reception and sign in before making your way
to the classrooms. For everyone’s safety, we ask that all mobile phones are switched off or
on silent,and not used while on site. Thank you for helping us keep Marsh Gibbon a safe
environment for all.

The children have been enjoying the lovely weather and making the most of our
playground equipment. It has been a joy to see older children supporting and playing
with the younger ones—showing kindness, love and friendship. As we reach the end of
this half term, I want to thank you all for your continued support for Marsh Gibbon
School. We are extremely proud of our dedicated staff, fantastic governors,and, most
importantly, our wonderful children. Our school vision— ‘Succeeding Together'—shines
through in everything we do.

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half term break. We look forward to welcoming
everyone back on Monday 3rd June for the final half term of this academic year.

Mprs. Browin

Mrs B Brown
Headteacher
office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk




We are delighted to share some important updates regarding our SENDCo role.
Our wonderful new SENDCO, Miss Trafford, will be joining us soon!

Many of you will remember Miss Trafford as a dedicated and talented teacher who is
currently on maternity leave. We are very pleased that she is returning to our school
and look forward to welcoming her back into our community.

Miss Trafford is already working very closely with Mrs Gobby, our SENDCo Consultant,
to ensure a smooth transition. We are extremely grateful to Mrs Gobby for her
dedication, expertise,and the significant work she has done over the past year to
establish strong procedures and processes around SEND support. Although Mrs
Gobby’s contract with us has ended, we do continue to receive ongoing support from
her during this transition period.

Both Miss Trafford and Mrs Gobby have been in school this week to support planned
EHC review meetings. They will also be in on the 16th and 27th of June for an informal
coffee, tea,and cake session with parents, giving you the opportunity to meet them both
and discuss any questions in a relaxed setting. An invitation will be sent nearer the time
for this.

Please note that Miss Trafford will officially take on the role of our part-time SENDCo
from September, working two days a week with some teaching commitment on her
third day. Until then, during this summer term, myself and our Deputy Headteacher,
Mrs Bramwell, will oversee all SEND-related matters.

What to do if you have questions or concerns:

All SEND-related queries or issues should be directed to the school office at
office@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk. During this period, Mrs Brown and Mrs Bramwell
will be your main contacts and will handle or action your questions as needed. This
includes questions about your child's support, requests for meetings, or any concerns
you may have.

We are very excited about this next chapter and the opportunities it presents for further
developing our SEND provision and we are confident that we will continue to improve
and provide the best possible support for all our pupils.

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to help all our children
thrive.
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SAFEGUARDING

At Marsh Gibbon School, the health, safety and well-being of children is of paramount
concern to us. We listen to our pupils and take seriously what they tell us. Our aim is for
all children to enjoy their time as pupils at our school.

We want to work in partnership with you to help your child/children achieve their full
potential and make a positive contribution to the world they will be pat of in the future.
Our policies relating to safeguarding applies to all adults including volunteers working in
or on behalf of the school.

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Beth Brown, Headteacher
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Heidi Bramwell, Deputy Head Teacher
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Rachel Blane, KS1 & Early Years Lead
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Miss Emma Trafford (Currently on Maternity leave)
Safeguarding Governor: Mrs Kim Price

e If you need an urgent response e Emergency Duty Team
outside of office hours 0800 999 7677
e [f there is immediate risk of e Call the police on 999

harm to a child

e If you want to report a concern e First Response Team - 01296
anonymously 383 962

Online Safety

The following guide explores Minecraft — a gaming favourite for children and adults
alike. It highlights the potential risks, including online strangers, in-game bullying
and unintended spending. With its limitless opportunities for building, exploring and
collaborating, Minecraft remains a global gaming phenomenon. Minecraft can also
become a time sink for enthusiastic players, with late nights spent crafting and
constructing, potentially impacting school and social lives. This guide is to help
parents and educators understand how to keep young gamers safe — from choosing
age-appropriate game modes to setting boundaries around screen time and
spending.

Its broad appeal lies in how open-ended it is — but this also means it’s not without risk.
From chatting with strangers on public servers to the grief of having a beloved
creation destroyed, young players can face challenges if left unsupervised.




AtThe College, our guides

and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate

P
conversations with children about onllne safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

"Wh

still the best-selling game of all time, Minecraft is a bastion of creativity and community, with hundreds of
millions of players building and crafting in its almost endless world. The popularity of Minecraft among
gamers of all ages means it's important to remain informed about the game, including how to play it safely
WHAT ARE and whether it’s suitable for the children in your care. That's why we’ve created this guide explaining the
THE RISKS? risks associated with Minecraft and how to ensure a purely enjoyable gaming experience.
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SCARY ELEMENTS E -

While Minecraft can be seen as a kind

of ‘digital LEGO", certain game modes include
creatures accompanied by eerie sound effects.
These can be a bit too frightening for some
younger players, potentially leading to
distressing in-game combat and other
encounters - although the combat is quite basic
and free from any real depiction of violence.

PUBLIC SERVERS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

With public servers being so easily accessible in

Mlneercm it's highly likely that children will end
with gh the in-g

texl chat. Some servers even place an emphasis

on social actively gl

communication between players. While thore s

> nothing inherently wrong with this, it does carry
A | certain risks. In addition to the concerns around

GRIEFING i

Some pluyer: in Minecraft take mﬂ m

or destroylng another person 's creations.

This behaviour, known as ‘griefing?, is a form of
~iti ruins Ise's

axperience by erasing hours of their work and

forcing them to start over. Many public servers

regard griefing as a serious offence and often

ban those who engage in it.
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ADDICTIVENESS '

Minecraft’s focus on creativity means

that, as with any creative endeavour, it

can be easy to get carried away. If your child is
finding it difficuit to manage their time because
they're di in by Mit s play loop
of and

projects, it could have a knock-on effect on their
social interactions and schoolwork.

speaking with strangers online, players who
host their own servers may have their IP
addresses exposed, posing a further security
concern.
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ADDITIONAL
PURCHASES

Minecraft is available as a free trial on a
variety of devices; however, the full game
requires a one-off purchase. After that, players
have the optlnn to buy additional cosmetic

to Realms.
Realms is un entirely optional subscription
service that allows users to run their own private
server to play with friends. Without proper
supervision, younger pluyan may end up
making

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE % .

Selecting Creative or Peaceful mode allows
children to play Minecraft without having to contend
with enemies. It's also a great way for you to get used to
playing the game with them, since the difficulty level is
far lower. This allows you to work together on a long-term
project, creating something special without the threat of
and you or your
building.

RESEARCH CONTENT CREATORS

HOST A PRIVATE SERVER TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

The easiest way to find a safe server for children At some point in their lives, almost everyone will

to play on is to make one yourself. Hosting a make contact with a stranger online. Talking to children
server prevents strangers from finding it, unless e about online safety, therefore, is essential - as is having a
they've been given its address and password. A private plan for dealing with any hostile or difficult people. It's
server also lets you control who's allowed to enter and — if important that a child knows never to tell a stranger
necessary - ban unyono who shouldn't be there. This is about themselves online and that they should come to
the closest in ft n you straight away if they do encounter a problem.
Hostinga pnva(o server, however, will cost a monthly fee. |

. b
e PLAY MINECRAFT WITH YOUR CHILD

Much of Minecraft’s early stages can be an exercise in frustration for " ‘ Asa i ilding tool, Mi af mal(es it great fun for children to team
players who don’t know where to start. Thankfully, there’s a wealth of material up and vast % much
online and in video format to help you learn the basics. Just be mindful that some like working with LEGO or model kits. Pluylng in a game mode that includes

of this content may not be approp for so you should

watching it yourself first.

A
Meet Our Expert

can ige critical g and you should
consider which game mode is approprlute for the child in your care.

*

The

Lioyd Coombes is Gaming Editor at the Daily Star, and has worked in U .

games media for more than 6 years. A long-time gaming enthusiast, he o NOtlondl

is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety for 3 - [ $
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children of all ages.
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Users of this guide do so at their own No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.05.2025




Tea & Cakes at St Mary’'s Church

Each fortnight, our Junior Leadership Team, JLT, have the pleasure of joining the
parishioners at St Mary’s Church for their delightful Wednesday afternoon Tea & Cakes.
Our pupils always look forward to these visits, where they enjoy friendly chats, share
stories,and build warm connections with members of our local community. Last week
was especially memorable!

John and Linda Riley, regular attendees at the Tea & Cakes gathering, surprised everyone
by organising a creative hand sock puppet activity. Both the children and parishioners
rolled up their sleeves and got stuck in—using agoogly eyes, wool, felt pieces, sticky back
plastic,and plenty of PVA glue to create their own unique hand puppets. There was
laughter, teamwork, and lots of imagination on display!

Everyone left with a delightful hand puppet and a big smile. It was a fantastic afternoon of
creativity, fun, and friendship—showing just how special these community afternoons are
for all involved.

We're grateful to the parishioners for welcoming our children so warmly each time and
for making these afternoons so enjoyable.

If you get the chance, do pop along to St Mary’s Church on a Wednesday between 2:30pm
and 4:00pm —you'll always find a friendly face and a warm welcome!

The children in Eco Council have been really busy and have now finished clearing, weeding
and planting the wildflower beds in the school garden. The Reception and KS1 members
have created bird scarers to make sure all the seeds are not eaten and have chance to
grow. These were made from recycling plastic milk cartons.



Goodbye Reverend David

Last Thursday, we said a heartfelt goodbye to Reverend David Hiscock,who has been a
cherished part of our school community for the past 35 years. Reverend David’s dedication
and kindness have left a lasting impression on children, staff,and families alike.

During his farewell visit, Reverend David was deeply touched by the warm farewell he
received. Each child in the school created drawings and wrote notes of thanks and
goodbyes, expressing their appreciation for his many years of support and guidance. Our
Year 6 children also wrote special letters to thank him for his positive influence.

To show our gratitude, we presented Reverend David with thank you cards, balloons,and an
olive tree as a symbol of peace and growth.

Although he has a couple of months before he officially leaves the village, we took this
opportunity as a school to celebrate his retirement and to let him know how much he
means to us.

We wish Reverend David all the best in his retirement and thank him sincerely for his
many years of service.

Succeeding together - ‘fostering a love of learning, within a nurturing Christian
community, to bring out ‘the best in everyone’

Our School Values
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SOCIAL MEDIA

At Marsh Gibbon School, we are committed to sharing the amazing work and unique
environment we offer to our pupils. As part of our ongoing marketing strategy, you may
have noticed an increase in our social media activity.

Why Social Media?

Social media is a powerful tool that allows us to reach a broader audience, including local
communities and potential families interested in joining our school. Currently, we have 155
children enrolled, with a capacity for 210. Out of these, 59 pupils attend our school from
Marsh Gibbon village, while 96 attend from 25 other surrounding villages.

Our Progress So Far
e We have 184 followers on Facebook.

How You Can Help
We kindly ask for your support in expanding our reach. Please consider sharing our
Facebook and Instagram links with your family, friends, and community. By doing so, you

help us spread the word about the fantastic opportunities and environment we provide here
at Marsh Gibbon.

©
Instagram

Thank you for your continued support and for being a vital part of our school community.
Together,we can ensure that more families have the chance
tolearn about and join our wonderful school.




On Tuesday 13th May, 4 girls from Year 5 participated in the Tennis festival which
was held at Buckingham Primary School. Emilia, Elsie SL, Lara and Georgia really
enjoyed the festival:

Emilia: “It was very relaxed.”

Elsie SL: The matches were quite short - about 6 minutes long.

Lara: It was fun - me and Georgia had a really, it went on for a really long time!

The girls would definitely recommend the festival to other children. Thank you for
representing the school so well, girls!

= >




Y3/Y4 DODGEBALL

In more sporting news, children from Years 3 and 4 represented the school at the
Dodgeball festival,again held at Buckingham Primary School.

Senan:l liked that we got to play lots of matches.

Tom: [ liked that there were different size balls. It was harder to throw the small
ball.

Holly: We got to play against other teams, and we got to go back into the game
when we were out.

Cory: Lots of of games were fair, we didn’t have hardly any arguments!

The children all really enjoyed the festival - well done to Harrison, Tom, Holly,
Cameron, Bodhan and Senan for competing.




Y1/2 RACKET SPORTS

Some of our wonderful Year 1and 2
children took part in a Racket
festival on Thursday 1st May at
Buckingham Primary School.

Toby: We had to go in and out of
cones, hitting the ball into a bucket.

Martha: We had a shuttlecock and
we had to pass it around without
dropping it.

Henry: [ liked it when we had to
throw the bean bag into the hoop.”

We all had a really good time at the
festivall

At the Multiskills Festival on Tuesday 29th April, the children excelled in their races.
Arlie: We had to go to different stations, we had a ball on a racket and had to balance
it.

Theo: We did races with a basketball. We had to dribble it to the Playleader and they
had to catchit.

Jack: I liked it when we rolled the tennis ball to a cone.

Nancy: [ like the wheelbarrow race. Everyone was laughing, Amias held my legs!
Amias: We all enjoyed the Multiskills festival and would do it again!




GIRLS AND BOYS

FOOTBALL

There has been much excitement about the various sporting events that
have been taking place at MGS over the last few weeks and football has
been no exception.

On Wednesday 7th May, the girls played their Quarter-Final match at
home against St. Mary’s Bicester and enjoyed a comfortable 6-2 victory.
Then, on Thursday 15th May, the girls played away at Brookside for the
Semi-Final. We were 2-0 down at half-time, but the girls dug deep to
secure a 2-2 draw at full time which meant...penalties! With a special
mention to an amazing save from Marisa, we were victorious and now the
girls are looking forward to the Final - GOOD LUCK GIRLS!

On Friday 9th May the boys played their Quarter-Final match at home
against Langford. The Langford team were no match for our MGS boys,
who won 3 -0, sending them into the Final. Well done, boys and GOOD
LUCK!
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THINK *75° PARK

' BE CONSIDERATE TO OUR NEIGHBOURS
YOU COULD ENDANGER A CHILD’S LIFE

BPOMBCID IY "-m
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To ensure a safe environment, I would like to remind you of the parking guidelines we
have in place.

Please keep the yellow zig-zag areas outside of school free from any parking to ensure
the safety of all children. These zones are crucial for visibility and safe crossing. The
spaces in front of the village shop are reserved for those using the shop and should not
be used for school drop-off or pick-up. Instead, please utilise the parking spaces located
behind the shop. Additionally, we kindly ask you to refrain from parking on grassy areas
or near the residents' area. The residents' parking area is private, and we've received
complaints regarding parents using driveways for turning.

We ask that you be considerate and mindful of where you park, allowing yourself
plenty of time to park and walk your child to school safely. This will help reduce
congestion and ensure a smoother, safer experience for everyone involved.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in prioritising the safety of our
children. Let's work together to make Marsh Gibbon School a safe and welcoming place
for all.

A E

é}; Even if you're late A&
DON'T PARK ON ZIG ZAG LINES

Stopping here puts children in danger.




FAMILY SUPPORT

As a school we wanted to sign post you towards some of the resources available to
help you support your family. The links below are a few recommendations from
Buckinghamshire council.

e The centre for emotional health offers a wealth of resources to help families
to be emotionally healthy. Their downloadable resources are available via the
link below.

https://www.centreforemotionalhealth.org.uk/more-information/for-families/

e  Whether it's your relationship with a partner,a child, a family member or
anyone else - Relate is available to help everyone to build better relationships

Relate's services include Relationship Counselling for individuals and
couples, Family Counselling, Mediation, Children and Young People's
counselling.

They also provide friendly and informal workshops for people at important
stagesin their relationships.

https://www.relate.org.uk/

e Triple P -the positive parenting programme offers parenting support and
positive tips that can help any family

https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/triple-p/

e The Parent’s Portal : An interactive 24/7 community of support, resources and
guidance.
Wherever you are on your journey, the portal will help you with what you need
to know and when you need to know it.

https://portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk



https://www.centreforemotionalhealth.org.uk/more-information/for-families/
https://www.relate.org.uk/
https://www.relate.org.uk/
https://www.triplep-parenting.uk.net/uk/triple-p/
https://portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk

All day. Every day.

EVERY tardy
it EVERY early check-out
adds + EVERY absence

EVERY MINUTE COUNTS

towards reading on grade level
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Every minute counts!




ATTENDANCE

Week 28/04/25 05/05/25 12/05/25
EYFS 92.3% 91.7% 97%
Years 1 & 2 98.6% 99.6% 97.1%
Year 3 98.3% 100% 97.1%
Year 4 98.9% 94.4% 98.5%
Year 5 92.7% 96.6% 98.2%
Year 6 95.8% 97.596.9% 97.5%
Whole School 96.1% 96.4% 97.5%
Total

Timely arrival schedule:
e Gates Open: 8:30am
e Childrentobein class and settled by: 8:45am

It is crucial for children to arrive by 8:45am, as this ensures they do not miss out
on the early morning work, daily reading, and the opportunity to feel ready and
settled to start their school day.

Concerns from last term

Last term,a number of children were persistently late or arriving to school at
8:45. All children should be in class and settled ready for the register at 8:45am
and not walking through the school gates at this time. Being late can lead to
missing vital learning experiences and disrupts the routine for the whole class.

Why timely arrival matters
e Academic Engagement: Ensures full participation in early morning
activities and reading.
e Routine and Readiness: Helps children to start their day settled and
ready to learn.
e Social Interaction: Allows children to engage with their peers from the
start of the day.




i

Love Friendship Compassion
Maisie Y3
Georgina Y6 Amelia Y6 Cecily Y6
Hallie YR Henry Y6 Ayda YR
Senan Y4 Penelope YR Mark-Anthony
Isabella Y1 Freddie Y4 Y5
Isla YR Faebian Y4 Wilfred Y5
Arthur Y1 Hallie Y4 Kashi YR
Rose Y6 Jack Y3 Monty Y4
Jacob Y6 Alexandra YR
Noah YR
Evie Y3
Saim Y3
Joseph Y3
Emma Y6
Honesty Forgiveness Respect
Cory Y3 Oscar Y3 Kyan Y6
Max Y3 Phoebe Y3 Jacob Y6
Bobby Y6 Kaelan Y6 Belle YR
Zach Y3 Louis Y2 Rosie YR
Joseph W Y6 Jack M Y2 Leo Y4
Siena Y3 Toby Y1
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House Total
Ash 1149
1009

Maple 951
Willow 1047

Congratulations ASH House!
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50% 46% 84 %

active play active play active play
ll\éaerICY Witht Jack with 1,917 Cameron with
,01£ correc correctanswers 7,908 correct
answers answers

MAPLE

House / Av Answer

74 % 73% 16%
WILL OW active play active play active play

Jack with 1,882 Jack with 4,076 ~ Emma with 1,646
correctanswers = correctanswers = correctanswers

Most Correct Answers
A huge well done to all of the children who are

completing their 25 weekly games. Our top scorers Ad
y over the last 30 days are, Cameron Yr 3, Jack Yr 4, and g

Jack Yr 2.



Celebration
Certificate

EYFS Max, Noah, William, Rosalie

Y1/2 Toby, Henry, Theo, Arlie

Y3 Jack,Cameron, Joseph, Noah
Y4 Jack, Noah, Harry, Xenia
v Wilfred, Maisie, Thomas,
S Georgia
All of Year 6

Y6




Succeeding together - 'fostering a love of learning, within a nurturing Christian
community, to bring out ‘the best in everyone'
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N LY Pre-Schoolers

Free =
" \ Stay & Play (3’.} -
«nf Session (T Ny
4 Friday 20th June

@ 09:00 - 10:00
€ ".: Marsh Gibbon

Pr'lmar'y School a
% 3

Please conTacT 01869277268 or
of fice@marshgibbon.bucks.sch.uk if you wish to attend.

Come and join us in our early years setting and get a feel
for our beautiful village school.
Free refreshments to enjoy whilst you meet other
parents and have the chance to speak to our EYFS lead.



DIARY DATES

JUNE

JULY

02/06 Inset day

02/06 YR 3 swimming

02/06 Yr 1&2 Athletics Festival

09/06 YR 1 Phonics check week

10/06 Sports afternoon

10/06 Yr 5&6 Cricket Festival

11/06 YR 6 Residential

17/06 Reserve Sports Afternoon

17/06 3 & 4 rounders festival

20/06 Pre-Schoolers Stay & Play

20/06 YR 6 Empowerment Talk

24/06 New EYFS 2025/26 information evening
27/06 Tea and Cake parent session with SENDCo

01/07 Buckinghamshire Transition days

01/07 School Transition Afternoon

02/07 Buckinghamshire Transition days
07/07 District Athletics

10/07 Year 6 Performance

11/07 Stay and Play

11/07 PTA Summer Fayre

18/07 Year 6 Leavers Service at Church 9:15am
18/07 Last day of term




